
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for expressions of interest 

Postdoctoral researcher in ERC project LEAD (2-3 years) 

The research project “Leveraging early adolescence for development: longitudinal and 

experimental evidence from Ghana” (LEAD) funded by the European Research Council (ERC) 

is recruiting a postdoctoral researcher with a PhD in Economics. Ideally, the candidate should 

have a strong research interest and background in development economics (e.g. health, 

education, child development, and related topics), behavioural economics, and experimental 

methods. Candidates from the broader social sciences with an outstanding training and 

experience in quantitative social sciences and research interests in the fields mentioned above 

will also be considered. The project will be located at the School of Economics, Department of 

Economic History and Development, at the University of Barcelona (UB).  

The position is offered for two years, and it can be extended to three. The position can start at 

at the earliest convenience or in September 2023. This postdoc does not involve teaching and 

the salary conditions are competitive (35-38k gross per year). Successful applicants will join a 

team producing cutting-edge research on child development, regularly publishing their work 

in top international and multidisciplinary journals. Senior researchers from fields such as 

Developmental Psychology (Sharon Wolf, University of Pennsylvania, and Richard Appiah, 

University of Ghana) and Global Health (Seth Adu-Afarwuah, University of Ghana) are part 

of the research team. 

The University of Barcelona is a leading centre in southern Europe, with a strong commitment 

to excellence in research. It enjoys a long tradition of teaching, offering both undergraduate 

and postgraduate degree programmes in the field of Economics and Business. In this 

framework, the UB School of Economics provides an important platform for research and 

graduate education in Economics (ub.edu/school-economics).    

Application instructions:  

Applications should be submitted via EconJobMarket (econjobmarket.org/positions/9111) and 

must include a motivation letter describing the applicant’s own research interests and how their 

research experience fits within the LEAD project, a full CV, two writing samples (articles, 

thesis chapters or manuscripts), and three reference letters. 
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Interviews will be conducted virtually in mid-December (dates TBC, between 12-20 

December).  

Deadline for applications: December 3, 2022. 

Email enquiries should be directed to: school.economics@ub.edu  

Project summary:  

Early adolescence is a key window for human development. Strategic timing of interventions 

during this life stage may seize opportunities and prevent risks; bolster the impact of earlier 

investments; and ease damages from previous adversity. Yet evidence on whether such 

programs can fulfil this potential, for which children, and through which channels, is scant, 

especially in low-resource settings, where 90% of the world’s 1.2 billion adolescents live. This 

project addresses these gaps by relying on a cohort of ~2,500 children approaching early 

adolescence. In 2015, this sample participated in a trial evaluating quality preschool education 

in Ghana and has been followed-up since: the program improved child development through 

middle childhood. Children will be re-randomised at 12 years to test a parenting skills program 

to enhance early adolescent development through improved parenting support and parent-

adolescent interactions. Children and parents will be re-interviewed when children are 13, 15, 

and 17 years through mixed-method data collection. Outcomes include adolescent social-

emotional and academic skills, health (including stress biomarkers), and adult-life transitions. 

This data will allow testing dynamic complementarities between interventions during early 

childhood and early adolescence, or whether interventions in adolescence might compensate 

for earlier adversity in the short- and longer-term. Methodologically, these questions can be 

convincingly studied only if data are available for the same individuals over time, and if 

variations in exposure to early childhood and early adolescence programs are exogenously 

driven. This is the first study that addresses both requirements, providing a breakthrough. 

Heterogeneity by child gender and socioeconomic status, and mechanisms are further research 

foci. LEAD’s high-risk components are well-balanced by my in-depth knowledge of the field, 

methods, and study context, with high potential for scientific and societal impact. 

 

mailto:school.economics@ub.edu

